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Ergative alignment V"

(1) Bu t-mua bugd b-e U r ¥-&ib u b-i
PN(I)-SG.ERG grain(ll)[SG.ABS]  IIl.SG-0 P F V dRFU-CGVB  1I1.SG-be.PRS

Butta is sorting grain.
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Variation in alignments V'

Transitive verbs have ergative strategy available in almost all TAM combinations

(20 Butmua buqgd eliy k 6 u
PN(I)-SG.ERG grain(ll)[SG.ABS] 0 | | . SGisort. PFV

Butta sorted grain.

Some verb forms license a bi-absolutive construction:

3 Butl a bugd b-e Ur Y-&id u W-i
PN()SGABS grain(ll)[SGABS]  1II.SG-0 P F V HRF$-EGVB  1.SG-be.PRS
Butta is sorting grain.
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Biabsolutive alignment hi!

Optional

(4a) to-r-mi " Nowon b-arwi b-i
that-11.SG-ERG.SG  dress(Ill)[SG.ABS]  1Il.SG-make-IPFV-CVB 11I.SG-be.PRS

(4b)  to-r " Nowon b-a-r-wi d-i
that-11.SG.ABS dress(111)[SG.ABS] I11.SG-make-IPFV-CVB 11.SG-be.PRS

She is making a dress.

Obligatory
(5) to-r Joil P A armat  d-i
that-11.sG.ABS hay(IVv)[SG.ABS] Cut-IPFV-CVB 1.5G-be.PRS

She is still cutting hay (she was supposed to stop some time ago).
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Biabsolutive constructions: wr
typological characteristics

A always imperfective forms
A often periphrastic forms
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Views on biabsolutives V'

(special) incorporation;
antipassive (some kind of a pseudo-

Incorporation, which is another version of
antipassive demotion of the object);

two clauses;
monoclausal construction where the theme and
the | ex1 cal verb aBgsa C ol

(locative type) adjunct: Tsez



(6)
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AEXtr emeo a"gﬂ;

b-is oliy q-t-k T ANel e
/ILPL-1SG.GEN Gl V. PL U1 AaTR®L P Buest(l)[PL.ABS]
b-ez di tby @& i ey ~ n i
I/IlLPL-1SG.DAT s oo/mnlall . PL U forgetal /11

| quickly forgot my guests who left.
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Optional biabsolutives: v
semantics
(7) tuw-mi pahar-@i i gilin
he-ERG smoke-IPFV-CVB  be.lV.SG.PRS cigarette(IV)[ABS.SG]
OHe is smoking.o (I n general, or as

(8) tuw paha-r-wi W-i gilin
he.ABS smoke-IPFCVB |.SGbe.PRS cigarette(IV)[ABS.SG]

OHe I s smoking.do (direct evidence)
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Optional biabsolutives: - 'gﬁ
semantics

Biabsolutives are often used as answers to questions about
the subject:

9  Aon b-a U r-ryed a d-i
cow(lI)[SG.ABS] 1II.SG-0 P F V GIRAVAICKB  11.SG-be.PRS

(Where is Shamsijat?) i milking the cow.
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Optional biabsolutives: ¢
agreement

Kibrik (1979:70): If there Is a dative pronoun
or an agreeing adverb, they will agree with
the subject
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Adverb agreement: A

(contemporary) Archi allows adverb agreement
with the object:

(10a) tu-w qdongd olr yokit* i n  w-i dit tativyu
that-.SG.ABS  book(IV)[SG.ABS] | V. SG. r ei&dBl | PESG-be.PRS ear | yual . S

He is reading a book early.

(10b) tu-w qdoongd oldr yoki# i n wHi ditiaii u 6 y
that-1.SG.ABS book(IV)[SG.ABS] | V. SG. r eli&dBi | R.$G/be.PRS earl yual V.

He is reading a book early.
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Adverb agreement: A

but there Is difference in semantics

(11a)

(11b)

pat oI ditTal'b)'u gA Wi b b-0 U r yuki# i ddi
pati(ll).SG.ABS e arlll.SGG potato(ll)[SG.ABS] 1I.SG-di g 0 #GYB V  1.SG-be.PRS
Pati is digging the potatoes out early (for the potatoes).

pat ol diﬁa(i;’u gA Wi b b-o Ur yoki# i d-i
pati(l).SG.ABS e a rlilSei potato(ll)[SG.ABS] 1ll.SG-di g 0 #G¥B V 11.SG-be.PRS

Pati is digging the potatoes out early (for Pati).
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Adverb agreement: A

difference in semantics

(12a) kelijlbyu pat 0i gAWwWi b b-0 U r yoki# i dii

completely pati(ll).SG.ABS  potato(lI)[SG.ABS] .SG-d i g 6 +tA¥YB V 11.SG-be.PRS
all. saGi

Pati is digging the potatoes out completely.

(12b) *kelijiiyy pat 6i gAvWi b bolUr yuki® i chi
completely pati(I).SG.ABS  potato(lIN[SG.ABS] .SG-d i g 0 +tA¥B V 1.SG-be.PRS
a1 . SGU

*Pati is digging the potatoes out completely.
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Dative agreement: A

(contemporary) Archi allows dative pronoun
agreement with the object:

(13a) tu-w g 6 odn ¢ our yokit i n w-i ez
that-1.sG.ABS  book(IV)[SG.ABS] IV.SG. r elrFdidvVvB |.SG-be.PRS  [IV.SG]1SG.DAT

He is reading for me (woman speaking).

(13b) tu-w g 6 odn ¢ our yokit i n w-i wW-ez
that-1.sG.ABS  book(IV)[SG.ABS] IV.SG. r elrFdidvVvB |.SG-be.PRS  [IV.SG]1SG.DAT

He is reading for me (woman speaking).



(14a)

(14b)
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Emphatic particle: agreement:

%

lo B i-jbhgﬂi bu-kan-w i elrvydi
child(IN[SG.ABS]  porridge(lll).[SG.ABS]-EMPH 01.SGi  1I.SG-eat.IPFV-CVB  1.SGibe.PST
a ko kummu-s kilaw

meat(V).[SG.ABS] [IV.SG]eat.IPFV-FIN than

The girl is eating the porridge, she likes it better than eating meat.

V4

*lo i | i-jbu i bu-kan-w | elrvydi
child(IN[SG.ABS]  porridge(lll).[SG.ABS]-EMPH 01.SGii  11.SG-eatIPFV-CVB  (1.SGibe.PST

a kot kummu-s Kilaw
meat(IV).[SG.ABS] [IV.SG]eat.IPFV-FIN than

*The qirl is eating the porridge, she likes it better than eating meat.



